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D script! n 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION AND RELATED ART 

5 This invention relates to a semiconductor device manufacturing apparatus such as an exposure apparatus usable 

in manufacture of semiconductor devices, for forming fine patterns on a semiconductor wafer More particularly, the 
invention is concerned with a substrate conveying device and a method of controlling the same, usable in such a 
semiconductor device manufacturing apparatus, for conveying a substrate such as a mask, for example. 

In the field of manufacture of semiconductor devices, a mask conveying device is known wherein a mask having 

io a pattern to be printed on a semiconductor wafer is conveyed onto a mask stage and, by pressing the mask against 
reference means such as a V-shaped block provided on the mask stage, the mask is positioned correctly. As for such 
mask conveying device, there are some types one of which is that a mask is conveyed while being placed upright, 
parallel to a vertical plane. Another is that a mask is conveyed while being laid horizontally. 

Japanese Laid-Open Patent Application No. JP-A-59-046030 shows an arrangement wherein a mask is attracted 

is to a mask chuck until the temperature of the mask becomes substantially equal to the mask chuck temperature and, 
after that, the attraction of the mask chuck to the mask is once released and, then, the mask is attracted again by the 
mask chuck. 

Attention may be drawn to EP-A- 0 198 501, which describes a grip device designed without sliding surfaces so 
as to avoid the generation of dust. 

20 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention is defined in the appended claims. 

Preferred embodiments of the present invention, as described below, provide an improved substrate conveying 
25 device for conveying a substrate such as a mask and a method of controlling such a substrate conveying device. 

These provide a conveying device and a method of controlling the same, which is usable in a semiconductor device 
manufacturing apparatus and by which a mask having a pattern to be transferred onto a semiconductor wafer can be 
conveyed and positioned with high precision. 

Also these provide a conveying device and a method of controlling the same, by which, for the positioning of a 
30 mask upon a mask stage, undesirable distortion of a pattern formed on the mask can be minimized. 

By use of the present invention, even if a mask conveyed to a mask stage is tilted with respect to the mask stage, 
high-precision positioning of the mask is attainable by using a reference means such as a V-shaped block. 

By way of explanation, as shown in Figure 1 A, if a mask 100 conveyed to a mask stage 102 is tilted and, in this 
state, it is pressed against a V-shaped block 101 and then is attracted to the mask stage, then the attracted mask 100 
35 is spaced away from the V-shaped block 101 . This results in failure of high-precision positioning. In the present inven- 
tion, on the other hand, for the positioning of a mask upon a mask stage, the mask can be pressed against a reference 
means such as a V-shaped block, with a constant pressing force stably. Even if collision of the substrate occurs during 
the conveyance, the operation of the substrate conveying device can be stopped quickly to minimize the possibility of 
damage of the substrate and/or the conveying device. 
40 With the present invention, undesirable production of dust or foreign particles at the positioning of a mask, using 

a reference means such as a V-shaped block, can be minimized. Furthermore, undesirable distortion of a pattern 
formed on the mask is minimized to assure high -precision printing of the mask pattern upon a semiconductor wafer. 

When a mask is to be held by a mask stage with the mask placed vertically, the mask can be positioned accurately 
by using a reference means such as a V-shaped block. 
45 The mask hand may grip the mask in an upright state, and the mask chuck of the mask stage may hold by attraction 

the mask in an upright state. 

A strain gauge may be used to detect the pressing force applied to the mask hand through the mask. 

A piezoelectric type pressure transducer may be used to detect the pressing force applied to the mask hand through 
the mask. 

, so The mask conveyed by the conveying means is once held by the mask chuck of the mask stage with attraction, 

so that the attitude of the mask is corrected to follow the mask chuck surface of the mask stage. After this, in that state, 
the attraction of the mask chuck is released. Thus, the mask can be pressed against the positioning reference means 
on the mask stage while being held parallel to the mask chuck. Therefore, the mask can be accurately positioned along 
the mask chuck surface of the mask stage. Further, when the mask is pressed against the reference means, the 
55 pressing force applied to the mask hand through the mask is detected, the detected pressing force reaches a prede- 
termined set pressing force, the pressing of the maskto the reference means is stopped. This prev nts an unnecessarily 
large pressing force from being applied to the mask for the positioning. 

In the present invention, the conveying operation of the conveying means is executed while monitoring the pressing 
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force applied to the mask hand through the mask and, If the pressing force becomes greater than a pr determined, 
the operation of the conveying means is stopped. Thus, even if collision occurs during the conveyance, it is possible 
to prevent damage of the mask or the conveying device itself. 

The mask may be positioned by pressing the mask against a V-shaped block for the positioning thereof with respect 

5 to X and Y directions and by rotating the mask for the positioning with respect to the 9 direction and carrying out the 
steps of (a) a step for pressing the mask against the V-shaped block with a first pressing force so as to press-contact 
the mask to two surfaces of the V-shaped block; (b) a step for urging the mask in a direction away from the V-shaped 
block so as to reduce the pressing force to the V-shaped block to a second pressing force lower than the first pressing 
force; (c) a step for rotating the mask under the application of the second pressing force; (d) a step for pressing the 

10 mask against the V-shaped block with the first pressing force, again; (e) a step for urging the mask in a direction away 
from the V-shaped block, so that the pressing force to the V-shaped block decreases to a third pressing force lower 
than the first pressing force; and (f ) a step for fixedly holding the mask under the application of the third pressing force. 

Preferably, the first to third pressing forces may be detected by a sensor, provided at the pressing means side of 
the mask, to execute feedback control. 

is Alternatively, the first to third pressing forces may preferably be controlled on the basis of a drive quantity of a 

mask conveying actuator which is predetermined in relation to the quantity of mask strain. 

The mask (mask frame) is once pressed so that it is press -contacted, with certainty, to two surfaces of the V- 
shaped block, by which the positioning thereof with respect to the X and Y directions is accomplished. The rotation in 
the 6 direction is effected, with the pressing force being decreased to substantially zero or a level near it. After the G 

20 direction positioning, the mask is again press-contacted to the V-shaped block. Thereafter, while the press-contact 
force is decreased, the mask is fixedly held by attraction or the like. 

These and other objects, features and advantages of the present invention will become more apparent upon a 
consideration of the following description of the preferred embodiments of the present invention taken in conjunction 
with the accompanying drawings. 

25 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

Figures 1 A and 1B are schematic views, respectively, for explaining the positioning of a mask. 

Figure 2 is a view of a mask conveying device according to an embodiment of the present invention. 
30 Figure 3 shows details of a mask hand of the mask conveying device of Figure 2. 

Figure 4 shows details of a center attracting portion mounted to the mask hand of Figure 3. 

Figure 5 is a block diagram of an exemplary conveyance control system of the mask conveying device of Figure 2. 

Figure 6 is a flow chart, for explaining an example of operation of the mask conveying device of Figure 2. 

Figure 7 is a block diagram of another example of conveyance control system of the mask conveying device of 
35 Figure 2. 

Figure 8 is a block diagram of another example of conveyance control system of the mask conveying device of 
Figure 2. 

Figure 9 is a block diagram of another example of conveyance control system of the mask conveying device of 
Figure 2. 

40 Figure 10 shows a mask conveying device according to another embodiment of the present invention. 

Figure 11 shows details of a 6 stage of the mask conveying device of Figure 10. 

Figure 12 is a block diagram of an electric control system of the mask conveying device of Figure 10. 

Figure 13 is a schematic illustration, for explaining the pressing force to a V-shaped block. 

Figure 14 is a flow chart, for explaining an example of operation of the mask conveying device of Figure 10. 
45 Figure 15 is a flow chart, for explaining another example of operation of the mask conveying device of Figure 10. 

Figure 16 is a flow chart, for explaining another example of operation of the mask conveying device of Figure 10. 

Figure 17 shows a mask conveying device according to another embodiment of the present invention. 

Figure 18 is as block diagram of an electric control system of the mask conveying device of Figure 17. 

Figure 19 is a flow chart, for explaining an example of operation of the mask conveying device of Figure 17. 
so Figure 20 is a flow chart, for explaining another example of operation of the mask conveying device of Figure 17. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

Figure 2 shows a mask conveying device for use in an X-ray exposure apparatus, for embodying a conveying 
55 device control method of the present invention. 

In this mask conveying device, a traverse unit 6 engages a linear guide 7, mounted on a stationary base of an X- 
ray exposure apparatus (not shown). The traverse unit 6 can be moved in the X direction by a drive of a DC motor 12 
which is transmitted through a flat belt 1 3 stretched around pulleys 8, 9, 1 0 and 1 1 . At a longitudinal end of the traverse 
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unit 6, a central portion of a base 14 is supported by a pin 4, projecting in the Z direction, rotatably about the pin (<dZ 
direction). To an end of the base 14, a mask hand 2 is mounted. The mask hand 2 serves to grip a mask (article to be 
conveyed) 1 through an arm unit 3 which has a motor (not shown) disposed therewithin and which is dispiaceable in 
the Z direction. Balancer 5 is mounted to another end of the base 14. 

$ Referring to Figure 3, details of the mask hand 2 will be explained. 

The mask hand 2 has a hand main body 18 which is configured into a generally channel shape as viewed from 
the above. Provided at the opposite sides of the hand main body 1 8 are supports 20 which project in a direction parallel 
to the surface of the mask 1 as gripped. Each support 20 has a projecting pin 1 9 by which a substantially central portion 
of a finger 21 is rotatably supported. The finger 21 has a pawl 22 mounted to an end thereof, for gripping the mask 1 . 

10 At the other end of the finger, there are provided a compressed spring 23 and a solenoid 24 which are disposed between 
the hand main body 18 and the finger. The compressed spring 23 serves to normally urge the end of the finger 21, 
having the pawl 22, in a closing direction. The solenoid 24 serves to move that end portion of the finger 21 in an opening 
direction against the spring force of the compressed spring 23. By the actuation of two solenoids 24, two fingers 21 of 
the mask hand 2 are opened and closed. Disposed in the inside space of the hand main body 18 is a magnet supporting 

is member 28A which supports a center attracting means (hand magnet) 28 for magnetically attracting the mask 1 . The 
magnet supporting member 28A is flexibly mounted to the hand main body 18 by means of two parallel springs 25A 
and 25B. Bearing bore 28B is formed in the central portion of the magnet supporting member 28A. In this bearing bore 
28B, a supporting rod 28C provided integrally with the center attracting means 28 is supported through a roll bearing 
means, axially movably. Thus, the supporting rod 28C is movable through a predetermined minute distance. Further, 

20 the supporting rod 28C projects outwardly of the opposite side of the magnet supporting member 28A, remote from 
the attracting means. The tip end of the supporting rod 28C engages with a free end portion of a leaf spring 26 which 
extends upright from the magnet supporting member 28A, whereby the center attracting means 28 is normally urged 
toward the mask 1 as gripped. 

With this structure, when the mask 1 gripped by the mask hand 2 is conveyed onto a mask stage 1 5 (to be described 

25 later).and when it is engaged by a V-shaped block 17 (which is a reference means provided on the mask stage 15 for 
the positioning of the mask with respect to the mask stage 15) or it is engaged by any other obstacle, the center 
attracting means 28 receives a force and is moved in a direction away from the mask, such that the free end of the 
supporting rod 28c of the center attracting means 28 presses the leaf spring 26 to cause flexure of the same. The 
flexure of the leaf spring 26 can be detected by a strain gauge 27, adhered to the leaf spring 26, whereby the pressing 

30 force can be detected. 

On the other hand, the mask 1 comprises a mask membrane 30 having a mask pattern 29 formed thereon and a 
mask frame 21 having a magnetizable material 32 attached to a side and a bottom thereof. The magnetizable material 
32 can be magnetically attracted to the center attracting means 28. 

As best seen in Figure 4, the center attracting means 28 of the mask hand 2 comprises a permanent magnet 34 

35 and three yokes 33A, 33B and 33C. Each of the yokes 33A and 33B has an exciting coil 35A or 35B, wound around 
the yoke. These exciting coils 35A and 35B serves to produce, when energized, magnetic lines of force effective to 
cancel the magnetic lines of force produced by the permanent magnet 34. 

As the magnetizable material 32 of the mask frame 31 comes close to the center attracting means 28, a closed 
magnetic circuit is formed by means of the permanent magnet 34, the magnetizable material 32 of the mask frame 31 

40 and the yokes 33A - 33C, whereby the attraction is attained. If the attraction of the mask 1 by the center attracting 
means 28 is to be released, the exciting coils 35A and 35B are energized. In response, a magnetic force is produced 
in a direction cancelling the magnetic lines of force of the permanent magnet 34, whereby the attraction is released 
and the mask 1 can be disengaged from the center attracting means 28. 

In the above-described mask conveying device, the mask hand 2 grips the mask 1 while the traverse unit 6 moves 

45 along the linear guide 7, so as to execute the positioning and holding of the mask 1 upon the mask stage 15 which is 
equipped with a mask chuck 16 for magnetically attracting the mask 1 and a V-shaped block 17 which is a reference 
means to be used for the positioning of the mask frame 31 . 

Referring now to Figure 5, a conveyance control system for controlling the conveying operation of the mask con- 
veying device will be explained. 

so The conveyance control system of this embodiment includes a conveyance CPU (central processing unit) 40, a 

traverse unit pulse controller 41 for producing a pulse train (POUT and a rotational direction signal DIR necessary for 
rotation of a DC motor 12, a motor driver 42 for driving the DC motor 12 in response to the rotational direction signal 
DIR and the pulse train POUT, an arm unit Z-axis driver 43, a mask hand opening/closing driver 44, a mask chuck 
driver 45, and an encoder 46 for monitoring the quantity of rotation of the DC motor 1 2. 

55 The conveyance CPU 40 serves to control the mask conveying operation as a whole, and is adapted to supply to 

the traverse unit pulse controller 41 the control data designating the direction and quantity of movement of the traverse 
unit 6, namely, the direction and quantity of rotation of the DC motor 12. Also, when a mask 1 is to be taken out of a 
mask cassette (not shown) or when it is to be transferred to the mask stage 1 5, the conveyance CPU serves to actuate 
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the solenoid 24 of the mask hand 2 through the mask hand opening/closing driver 44 thereby to execute the opening/ 
closing motion of the mask hand 2. Further, when a mask 1 is to be transferred to the mask stage 15, it serves to 
actuate the arm unit 3 through the arm unit Z-axis driver 43 to cause minute displacement of the mask hand 2 in the 
Z direction (see Figure 1) and, additionally, it operates through a mask chuck driver 45 to bring the mask chuck 16 of 

s the mask stage 15 into an attracting state or a non-attracting state. 

The conveyance CPU 40 monitors the pressing force as detected by the strain gauge 27 mounted to the mask 
hand 2. Particularly, as the mask 1 gripped by the mask hand 2 is brought by conveyance to the mask stage 15 and 
into engagement with the V-shaped block 17 and when the pressing force applied to the strain gauge 17 reaches a 
level within a predetermined set range of pressing force, the conveyance CPU supplies to the traverse unit pulse 

10 controller 41 the control data designating stoppage of the rotation of DC motor 12. The DC motor 1 2 is communicated 
with the encoder 46, such that with the encoder 46 the quantity of rotation of the DC motor 1 2 is fed back to the motor 
driver 42. 

Referring now to the flow chart of Figure 6, the operation of this embodiment will be explained. 

First, a mask 1 is taken out of a mask cassette (not shown) by the mask hand 2 and, then, the mask is rotated by 

is 180 degrees by means of a rotating mechanism of the base 14 having the arm unit 3 mounted thereto, so that the 
mask is aligned with respect to the direction of impingement against the V-shaped block 17 on the mask stage 15. 
Then, in this state, the traverse unit 6 is moved toward the mask stage 15 (step 51). At this time, the surface of the 
mask 1 gripped by the mask hand 2 is not coplanar with the surface of the mask chuck 16 of the mask stage 15, but 
the mask 1 is located above the mask chuck 1 6 surface with respect to the Z-axis direction (the direction perpendicular 

20 to the sheet of the drawing). Just before the mask 1 engages the V-shaped block 17, the movement of the traverse 
unit 6 is stopped. Then, the mask chuck 16 is brought into a non-attracting state (step 52) and, after this, the arm unit 
3 is moved downwardly along the Z axis (step 53) to bring the mask 1 into contact with the mask chuck 16. Then, the 
mask chuck 16 is brought into the attracting state (step 54), and the mask hand 2 releases the mask 1 (step 55). 
In this state, the mask is attracted to and held by the mask chuck 16, such that it follows the mask stage surface. 

25 However, there is a possibility that the mask 1 as taken out of the mask cassette and gripped by the mask hand 2 is 
not a fixed position within the mask hand 2 and is held with inclination such as illustrated in Figure 1 A. If in such state, 
the mask 1 is positioned by pressing the same against the V-shaped block 17 on the mask stage 15 and is attracted 
to the mask chuck 16, then there is caused a positioning error (gap) between the V-shaped block and the mask 1 as 
illustrated in Figure 1B. 

30 in the present embodiment, to avoid such a positioning error, at step 55 as described the attitude of the mask 1 is 

corrected by attracting and holding the mask 1 to and by the mask chuck 16.. 

Subsequently, the mask 1 attracted to and held by the mask chuck 16 at step 55 is re-gripped by the mask hand 
2 (step 56), and the mask chuck 16 is brought into the non-attracting state (step 57). At this time, the mask 1 is in an 
open state with respect to the mask stage 15, and the mask 1 is at a fixed position within the mask hand 2, namely, 

55 the mask surface is parallel to the mask stage surface. In this state, the traverse unit 6 is moved toward the mask stage 
15 (step 58), whereby the mask 1 gripped by the mask hand 2 is pressed along the mask stage 15 surface against the 
V-shaped block 17. By means of the strain gauge 27 provided on the mask hand 2, correct pressing force for the 
positioning of the mask 1 can be detected. 

The pressing force as detected by the strain gauge 27 is monitored by the conveyance CPU 40 as described and, 

40 until the pressing force reaches a level within the predetermined range of set pressing force (set pressing force ± a), 
the traverse unit 6 is displaced to continue the pressing of the mask 1 (steps 59 and 60). When the pressing force 
detected by the strain gauge 27 reaches a level within the range of set pressing force, the movement of the traverse 
unit 6 is stopped and, additionally, the mask chuck 16 is rendered into the attracting state (step 61 ) and the mask hand 
2 releases the mask 1 (step 62). Thus, the mask 1 is attracted to and held by the mask chuck 16 in a predetermined 

45 engagement state with the V-shaped block 1 7 of the mask stage 1 5, whereby it is positioned and fixed with respect to 
the mask stage 15. After this, the traverse unit 6 is moved toward the mask cassette, and the positioning operation of 
the mask 1 with respect to the mask stage 15 is accomplished (step 63). 

In this embodiment, a DC motor is used as a drive source for the traverse unit 6 and the quantity of rotation of the 
DC motor is monitored through a feedback loop using an encoder However, a pulse motor may be used as the drive 

so source and, in that occasion, the rotation of the pulse motor may be controlled in an open loop. 
With the structure of the present embodiment, the following advantages are provided. 

(1 ) For the positioning of a mask, the mask is once attracted to a mask chuck of a mask stage prior to the mask 
pressing operation. This assures attitude correction of the mask along the surface of the mask stage, such that, 

55 jn the mask pressing operation, the mask is pressed against a reference means of the mask stage along the surface 

of the mask stage. Therefore, the mask can be positioned accurately without a positioning error such as a gap 
between it and the reference means. / 

(2) As the mask is pressed against the reference means on the mask stage, the pressing force applied to the mask 
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is detected. When the detected pressing force reaches the level of a set pressing force, the mask pressing operation 
is stopped and the mask is attracted to and held by a mask chuck of the mask stage. This is effective to avoid 
application of excessive pressing force for the mask positioning and, thus, is effective to prevent strain or distortion 
of the mask pattern. Further/ the pressing force applied to the mask during the positioning operation can be sub- 
5 stantialiy constant and, therefore, a large positional deviation is not caused and the positioning precision is en- 

hanced. 

Referring now to Figure 7, another example of control system for the conveying device will be explained. 
In this example, the conveying device is equipped with a conveyance CPU 260 for controlling the conveying system 
10 as a whole in response to instructions supplied from a controller, such as a CPU, of a main assembly of an exposure 
apparatus. Under the control of the conveyance CPU 260, a DC motor 263 is driven through a pulse controller 261 
and a motor driver 262, whereby the conveying operation is effected. 

In response to a signal from the conveyance CPU 260, the pulse controller 261 supplies to the motor driver 262 
a rotational direction signal DIR and a pulse train POUT, corresponding to the quantity of movement of the movable 
'5 portion, both necessary for rotation of the DC motor 263. In accordance with the rotational direction signal DIR and 
the pulse train POUT from the pulse controller 261 , the motor driver 262 rotates the DC motor 263. Also, the quantity 
of rotation of the DC motor 263 is monitored constantly by an encoder 264 and is fed back to the motor driver 262. 
Further, in this conveying device, two limit sensors (position limiting means) 265 and 266 are provided at the opposite 
ends of the movable stroke of the movable portion on the conveying path. These limit sensors are connected to signal 
20 input terminals +EL and -EL of the pulse controller 261, and produce limiting signals in the corresponding conveying 
directions, respectively. If a limiting signal is outputted from the limit sensor 265 or 266 to the signal input terminal +EL 
or -EL of the pulse controller 261 , the output of the pulse train POUT to the motor driver 262 from the pulse controller 
261 is prohibited through hardware logic, whereby the overrunning of the conveying device in a corresponding direction 
is prevented. This is an own function of the pulse controller 261 independently of a control program and is called as 
25 "end limit function". 

In the conveying device of Figure 7 t however, if the movable portion becomes immovable by collision, for example, 
no feedback signal is outputted to the motor driver 262 from the encoder 264. Further, in the motor driver 262, accu- 
mulated pulses for the motor driving in the direction of conveyance to be made in the conveying operation do not 
decrease. Therefore, the motor driver 262 continues to apply a driving current to the motor 263. 

30 An improved conveyance control system for a mask conveying device will be explained, in conjunction with Figure 8. 

This conveyance control system is equipped with a conveyance CPU 233, a pulse controller 234 for outputting a 
rotational direction signal DIR and a pulse train POUT necessary for rotation of a DC motor 212, a motor driver 235 
for driving the DC motor 212 in response to the rotational direction signal DIR and the pulse train POUT, a voltage 
comparator 236, a switch 237 and two AND circuits 238 and 239. 

35 The voltage comparator means 236 comprises a preamplifier 243, a variable resistor 244 and a voltage comparator 

245. The preamplifier 243 receives detection information from a strain gauge 27 provided on the mask hand 2. The 
variable resistor 244 serves to set a reference voltage which represents the limit of pressing force to be applied to the 
mask during conveyance thereof. The voltage comparator 245 serves to compare a detection voltage from the pream- 
plifier 243, corresponding to the detection information from the strain gauge 27, with the reference voltage and, if the 

40 detection voltage is higher than the reference voltage, it produces and supplies, through an inverter 246, an STR signal 
for stopping the conveyance of the mask 1 . 

The STR signal is applied to the conveyance CPU 233, for controlling the conveying system as a whole, a stop 
terminal of the motor driver 234 and a terminal a of the switch 237. The switch 237 is of the type that the connection 
terminal is interchangeable in accordance with the orientation of the mask hand 2. More specifically, a mask hand 

45 orientation detecting sensor 242 is coaxially mounted with a pin 4 at the engagement between the mask hand 2 and 
the supporting member 6, and this sensor serves to detect whether the mask hand 2 orientation is in the positive X- 
direction or in the negative X direction, with reference to a boundary defined by the Y-Z plane (see Figure 2). If the 
mask hand 2 orientation is in the positive X direction, in the switch 237 the terminals a and c are connected to each 
other. If the mask hand 2 orientation is in the negative X direction, in the switch 237 the terminals a and b are connected 

50 to each other. 

Each of the terminals b and c of the switch 237 is connected to an input terminal of corresponding one of the AND 
circuits 238 and 239 each being of a dual-input type. Another input terminal of each of the AND circuits 238 and 239 
is connected to corresponding one of the limit sensors 240 and 241, constituting the position limiting means for the 
movement of the supporting member 6. Further, the output terminals of the circuits 238 and 239 are connected to 
55 signal input terminals -EL and +EL of the pulse controller 234, such that the pulse controller 234 provides an end limit 
function. The DC motor 212 is connected to an encoder 247, whereby the quantity of rotation of the DC motor 212 is 
fed back to the motor driver 235. 

The operation of the mask conveying devic of the present embodiment will be explained. 
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A mask 1 is taken out of a mask cassette (not shown) disposed at the left-hand side of the mask conveying device 
(in the negative X direction in Figure 2) by means of the mask hand 2. After taking out the mask 1 , the mask hand 2 
moves in the positive X direction to the center of the linear guide 7 while it is being oriented in the negative X direction. 
At the central position of the linear guide 7, the mask hand 2 is rotated clockwise (c&z direction) about the pin 4 in Figure 

s 2, such that it faces to the mask stage 15, as in the state shown in Figur 1 . Then, the mask hand 2 further moves in 
the positive X direction to transfer the mask 1 to the mask stage 15. 

If, in this case (during movement in the positive X direction in the state of Figure 2), an unwanted obstacle (such 
as, for example, a portion of the wafer stage to be retracted) is on the conveying path, the mask frame 31 collides 
against such obstacle. Then, the leaf spring 26 is flexed and, as a result, the output of the strain gauge 27 increases. 

10 If the strain gauge output increases beyond a predetermined (reference voltage), a STR signal is outputted from the 
voltage comparator 245 to the terminal a of the switch 237. Since, in the switch 237, under the influence of the mask 
hand orientation detecting sensor 242, the terminals a and c are connected with each other so that the end limit function 
operates in the direction of orientation of the mask hand 2 (i.e. the positive X direction), the STR signal is passed 
through the AND circuit 239 and is applied to the +EL terminal of the pulse controller 234. In response, the pulse train 

75 POUT from the pulse controller 234 is stopped. If the motor 212 comprises a step motor, the stoppage of the pulse 
train POUT causes the motor to stop the rotation. However, in the case of DC motor as in the present embodiment, if 
pulses for driving the DC motor 212 are accumulated in the motor driver 235, the motor does not stop quickly. In the 
present embodiment, however, the STR signal is applied also to the stop terminal of the motor driver 35 and, therefore, 
it is possible to stop the DC motor 212 substantially at the same time as the generation of the STR signal. 

20 Further, since the STR signal is applied also to the conveyance CPU 233, the cause for the stoppage of the DC 

motor 212 can be discriminated and necessary measures therefor can be taken easily. If, for example, the stoppage 
occurs during the conveyance of the mask 1 in the positive X direction as described, since in the switch 237 none is 
connected to the terminal b, the mask hand 2 is movable in the negative X direction unless a signal is inputted to the 
-EL terminal of the pulse controller 234 from the limit sensor 240, such that an error processing routine can be started 

25 immediately. 

Referring now to Figure 9, another embodiment will be explained. In the preceding embodiment the reference 
voltage of the voltage comparator means is set by using a variable resistor, in the present embodiment it is set by using 
a digital-to-analog converter (hereinafter "D/A converter") 252 such as shown in Figure 9. 

In this example, a digital input of the D/A converter 252 is connected through a bus 255 to a similar conveyance 

30 CPU 233 as described, such that a desired reference voltage can be set through the conveyance CPU 233. 

This makes it possible to change the reference voltage level, outputting an STR signal to stop the conveying 
operation, in accordance with the type or moving speed of an article to be conveyed, for example. 

In the preceding embodiments, the DC motor of the conveying means is stopped only when the pressing force 
applied to a mask (an article to be conveyed) during the conveyance exceeds a predetermined value. However, it is a 

35 possible alternative that a tolerable range for the pressing force of a mask to a strain gauge may be set with its lower 
limit set to be equal to the pressing force of a mask, gripped by the mask hand, to the strain gauge mounted to the 
mask hand and with its upper limit set to be equal to the above-described predetermined value for stopping the DC 
motor. In that occasion, by discriminating during conveyance whether the pressing force detected by the strain gauge 
is within the tolerable range or not, it is possible to detect fall-off of the mask from the mask hand. 

40 Further, in the preceding embodiments a strinkage is used as the gripping state detecting means, a piezoelectric 

type pressure transducer may be used in a similar way. 

In these embodiments of the present invention, as described hereinbefore, during conveyance the pressing force 
applied to an article being conveyed is detected and, if the detected pressing force is greater than a predetermined, 
the conveying operation of the conveying means is stopped. Therefore, no excessive force is applied to the article and 

45 the article can be conveyed safely. Further, if collision occurs during the conveyance, it is possible to prevent damage 
of the article or the conveying device itself and, therefore, the sureness of safety of the conveying device is enhanced. 
Additionally, there is an advantage that the cause for increase in the pressing force can be discriminated quickly. 

Figure 10 shows in plan view a mask transfer mechanism to which the present invention is applied. Here, a mask 
is conveyed with its surface placed upright in a vertical direction. 

so The mask conveying device includes a mask slide portion 308 and a guide portion 309. Denoted at 31 0 is a coupling 

portion through which the slide portion 308 is mounted onto a linear guide 312 of the guide portion 309, for sliding 
movement in the X-axis direction as denoted by an arrow A. Denoted at 311 is a driving belt for the sliding motion of 
the slide portion 308, Denoted at 313 is a mask hand for gripping side faces of a mask frame 314. Denoted at 315 is 
an attracting member for attracting the side face of the mask frame 314 through magnetic means or the like. Denoted 

55 at 316 is a pressing force detecting leaf spring having a strain gauge (not shown) adhered on its surface. Actually, the 
mask frame 314 has a ring-like shape, and a mask (not shown) having a pattern formed on its central part is adhered 
to the mask frame. Denoted at 317 is a mask stage to which the mask frame 314 is to be transferred, denoted at 318 
is a V-shaped block, denoted at 319 is an attracting means, and denoted at 320 is a rotational positioning pin. The 
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remaining portion of the device is essentially the same as the device of Figure 2. 

Figure 1 1 shows the structure of a 0-drive portion of the mask stage 31 7. Denoted at 321 is a 0 stage base; at 322 
is a piezoelectric device for rotational displacement in the 6 direction; at 323 is as lever enlarging mechanism for 
enlarging the displacement of the piezoelectric device 322; at 324 is a mask chuck; at 325 is a displacement sensor 

5 for measuring the relative rotational angle of the mask chuck 324, relative to the G stage base 321 , approximately in 
terms of rectilinear displacement in the circumferential direction; and at 326 is a vibration attenuating damper. The 
mask 31 4 held by the mask chuck 324 can be rotationaily driven in the 0 direction by a drive of the piezoelectric device 
322 and through the lever enlarging mechanism 323. 

Figure 12 is as control block diagram of an electric system of the mask conveying and transferring mechanism. 

10 The strain gauge 317 adhered to the pressing force detecting leaf spring 316 (Figure 10) is connected to a strain 
computing circuit 329 through a bridge circuit 328, an amplifier 340 and an A/D converter 341. The computing circuit 
329 is coupled to a CPU 330 through a bus line. The attracting means 315 (Figure 10) for attracting side surfaces of 
the mask frame is mountably/demountably controlled by a magnet 331 which is driven by a driver 332. The opening/ 
closing control of the mask hand 313 (Figure 10) is executed through two solenoids 333 and 333' which are energized 

15 by the driver 332. The slide portion 8 (Figure 10) is driven by a pulse motor 334 through an X-axis driver 337. The drive 
of the piezoelectric device 322 (Figure 11 ) is controlled through a driver 335. The computation of the quantity of strain 
based on the output of the bridge circuit 328 as well as the drive of the drivers 332, 335, 336 and 337 are executed 
under sequence control of the CPU 36 through the bus line and respective interfaces 343, 344, 345 and 346. 

In this embodiment, for the positioning of a mask being placed upright in a vertical direction, the mask frame 314 

20 can be pressed against the V-shaped block 318 with three, first to third, different forces. 

The pressing force (abutting force) of the mask frame 314 to the V-shaped block 318 can be calculated in the 
following manner: In Figure 13, F is the abutting force, W is the mask frame weight, f is the friction force between the 
mask frame 314 and the V-shaped block 318, 0 is a half of the opening angle (20) of the V-shaped block 318, u. is the 
friction coefficient between the V-shaped block 318 and the mask frame 314, and P1 and P2 are the forces applied to 

25 two surfaces (two points) 318a and 318b of the V-shaped block 318. Then, from the drawing, it is seen that: 

P1 = Fcos0 + Wsin0 

30 P2 = Fsin0-f-Wsin0 

= Fsin0 - u.(W+F)sin0 - Wsin0 



35 

Therefore, the pressing force applied to the two points on the V-shaped block 318 (pressing force for intimately 
contacting the mask frame 314 to the V-shaped block) F is expressed as follows: 

4t,> F = [Wsin0(1 +u.)+P2]/[sin9(1 -u.)] 

In this embodiment, the calculation is made under the conditions that: the mask weight (W) including the weight of the 
mask frame is 120 g, the friction coefficient (u.) is 0.4, the force (P2) applied to the V-shaped block is 10 g, and 0 is 
45 equal to 45 deg. 

The first pressing force as described is the pressing force for ensuring certain engagement of the mask frame with 
the two surfaces of the V-shaped block. If the first pressing force is too small, it is possible that the mask frame contacted 
to one surface of the V-shaped block is stopped due to the friction with the one surface and it does not contact to the 
other surface. In consideration thereof, a pressing force F of a certain magnitude or more is necessary for enhanced 

so reliability of positioning in the X and Y directions as well as constant reproducibility. In this case, the mask pattern strain 
is in a range of resilience and, since the pressing force is weakened as the mask is attracted, as will be described later, 
it does not degrade the pattern precision. In this embodiment, the first pressing force is set to be equal to 320 gf in 
accordance with the quantity as calculated by using the aforementioned equation. 

The second pressing force is the pressing force for the positioning of the mask frame in the 0 direction. More 

55 particularly, when the 0 stage 324 is rotated with the mask frame 314 being aligned with respect to the pin 320 of the 
mask stage 317 (Figure 10), the pressing force F to the V-shaped block 318 is made so small such as zero (zero), for 
example. This makes it possible to prevent production of foreign particles through sliding friction between the mask 
frame and the V-shaped block. Further, even if the gripping force of the mask hand 308 is weak, it is possible to prevent 
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displacement of the mask frame 314 with the V-shaped block 318. In this embodiment, the second pressing force is 
set to be equal to 0 (zero) gf, for example. 

The third pressing force is the pressing force as the mask frame positioned with respect to the X, Y and 6 directions 
is to be attracted. By fixing and holding the mask (mask frame) with the third pressing force, smaller than the pressing 

5 force for the X and Y axis positioning, it is possible to suppress the pattern distortion, caused at the time of positioning, 
to a level in a predetermined allowable range. This force is the lower limit force, not causing degradation of the posi- 
tioning precision of the mask with respect to the X and Y directions. In this embodiment, in consideration thereof, the 
third pressing force is set to be equal to 240 gf. 

Figure 14 illustrates an example of mask transfer sequence. 

10 if the holding of the mask by the mask hand is discriminated (step 400), the X-axis stage 310 of the mask conveying 

device is driven to convey the mask toward the V-shaped block 318 on the mask stage 317 (step 401). As the mask 
engages with the V-shaped block, it is detected (step 402). The pulsewise feeding by the motor 334 is continued until 
the mask presses the V-shaped block 31 8 with a predetermined pressing force (step 403). If the predetermined pressing 
force is attained, on an assumption that the positioning of the mask in the X and Y directions is accomplished, 0 drive 

is of the mask stage 324 is effected to rotate the mask for the positioning of the same in the G direction (step 404). 
Subsequently, the mask frame is pressed toward the stage 317 along the Z axis (rotational axis) (step 405). With the 
mask being pressed by a predetermined pressing force, it is attracted to the stage 317 (step 406). Thereafter, the mask 
hand 308 is opened (step 407) and the conveying portion is moved away from the stage position (step 408), and 
thereafter the mask hand 308 is closed (step 409). By this, the mask transfer is accomplished. 

20 in accordance with this sequence, however, since the 8 drive is effected with the mask frame being pressed strongly 

against the V-shaped block, there is a high possibility of production of foreign particles due to the sliding friction between 
the mask (mask frame) and the V-shaped block. 

The mask positioning method according to an aspect of the present invention can be embodied in two control 
methods. 

25 a first method is one in which the strain gauge fixed to the leaf spring 31 6 is used. More particularly, in this method, 

the pressing force of the mask frame (mask strain) is produced by pressing, through the leaf spring 316 (Figure 10) of 
the mask hand 308, the attracting member 31 5 which is attracting and holding the mask frame 314, and the pressing 
force corresponding to the mask strain is measured by electrically detecting the quantity of flexure of the leaf spring 
315 by the pressing force, as a change in resistance of the strain gauge adhered to the leaf spring 315. On the basis 

30 of the detected pressing force, the first to third pressing forces F are calculated and, in accordance with these pressing 
forces, the actuators are feedback controlled. 

A second method is one in which the relationship between the pulsewise feeding quantity of the motor 334 and 
the pressing force corresponding to the mask strain (strain of leaf spring) is detected beforehand and, on the basis of 
this relationship, necessary number of pulses for obtaining a predetermined pressing force is determined, and the 

35 actuators are open/controlled accordingly. 

Figure 15 shows the flow of sequence control according to the first method. In response to the mask conveying 
instruction from the CPU 330, the mask hand 308 moves toward the mask stage 317 (step 438). As the mask (mask 
frame) engages with the V-shaped block 31 8, the pulsewise feeding of the motor 334 is continued until the first pressing 
force (320 gf) is provided (step 439). If the first pressing force is reached, the pulse motor 334 is driven reversely (step 

40 440). This reverse feeding is continued until the pressing force of the mask becomes equal to the second pressing 
force (0 gf) or a predetermined threshold near it (step 441). If the second pressing force is attained, the pulse motor 
drive is stopped and the 9 stage 324 is 8-rotated by the piezoelectric device 322 (step 442). 

Subsequently, the pulse motor is driven again to provide the first pressing force as the pressing force against the 
V-shaped block (step 443) and, subsequently, the pulse motor is driven reversely so as to establish the third pressing 

45 force (240 gf) as the pressing force against the V-shaped block (step 444). As the third pressing force is reached, the 
motor drive is stopped and the mask frame is attracted to and held by the mask chuck 324 (step 445). Thereafter, the 
mask hand is opened to release the mask (step 446) and the attraction of the attracting member 31 5 is turned off (step 
447). The mask hand is then moved away from the stage position (step 448), whereby the mask transfer is accom- 
plished. 

50 Figure 1 6 shows a sequence control flow for the mask positioning according to the second method. First, the mask 

hand 308 is moved toward the mask stage 31 7, and the pulse feeding of the motor 334 is effected until the first pressing 
force is reached (step 450). For such pulse feeding, the passage of the mask hand 308 by a predetermined position 
may be detected, and the number of pulses necessary for obtaining the first pressing force, from the detected position, 
may be determined beforehand, such that the motor feeding may be effected by the determined number of pulses. 

55 After the first pressing force is attained, the motor 334 is driven reversely by an amount corresponding to a pre- 

determined number of pulses, to thereby attain the second pressing force (step 451 ). In this state, the stag 324 is 0- 
rotated (step 452). Then, the motor 334 is driven again in the positive direction (pressing direction) by a predetermined 
number of pulses, to thereby attain the first pressing force (step 453). Subsequently, the motor 334 is driven reversely 
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by a predetermined number of pulses, so as to reduce the pressing force to the third pressing force (step 454). In this 
state, the mask frame is attracted to the mask stage 317 and is held thereby (step 455). After this, the mask hand 308 
is opened to release the mask 314 (step 456), and the attraction of the mask 314 by the attracting member 315 is 
turned off (step 457). The mask hand is then moved away from the stage position (step 458), whereby the mask transfer 

5 is accomplished. In accordance with the second method, use of a strain gauge is not necessary. Thus the structure 
for the control is simple and the operation time is shorter. 

In these embodiments of the present invention, as described hereinbefore, a mask frame is pressed against a 
positioning V-shaped block with a predetermined pressure, with the mask frame being placed upright substantially in 
a vertical direction and, after this, the pressing force is weakened and then the 8 rotation and mask attraction are 

10 effected. Therefore, it is possible to suppress production of foreign particles due to the friction between the mask frame 
and the V-shaped block during the 8 rotation. Also, the pressing force can be controlled in consideration of mask strain 
and, therefore, the strain can be maintained in a low constant range. Thus, variation in mask pattern strain can be 
reduced. Further, the X and Y positioning can be made with a predetermined high pressing force, the positioning 
precision or the reproducibility does not degrade. Additionally, the 6 rotation or the mask attraction is effected with a 

75 decreased pressing force, damage or abrasion of the V-shaped block surface can be prevented, and protection of the 
V-shaped block is attained and, on the other hand, decrease in the positioning precision is avoided. 

Figure 17 shows another embodiment of the mask transfer mechanism, which is a modified form of the Figure 10 
embodiment. In Figure 17, denoted at 361 is a parallel leaf spring mechanism which comprises two leaf springs for 
supporting an arm unit 3 movably in the Z-axis direction relative to a base 4 (see Figure 2). An end of the leaf spring 

20 mechanism is fixed to the base 4, while the other end thereof is fixed to the arm unit 3. The arm unit 3 includes a mask 
hand 31 3 on which two solenoids 333 and 333' for opening/closing two fingers 21 are provided. 

Z-axis drive motor 362 is fixed to the base 4 and comprises a DC motor, for example. The motor 362 has an output 
shaft which is coupled to a bearing 364 through an eccentric coupling 363. Denoted at 365 is a bearing guide provided 
on the arm unit 3, for holding the eccentric coupling 363. With this structure, as the eccentric coupling 363 is rotated 

25 by the motor 362, the mask hand 313 moves in the Z-axis direction while causing deformation of the leaf spring 361 
in accordance with the quantity of eccentricity. The remaining portion of this embodiment is essentially the same as 
that of the Figure 10 embodiment. 

Figure 18 shows a control block of the mask transfer mechanism of Figure 17. In Figure 18, denoted at 381 is a 
mask hand controller for controlling the drive of the Z-axis driving motor 362 through a Z-axis driver 380. Denoted at 

30 390 is an attracting magnet driver 390 for on/off -switching of attraction of a magnet 324, for attracting the mask 31 4 
to the mask stage 317 of Figure 10. Denoted at 391 is as mask stage attraction interface (l/F) which is provided between 
the magnet driver 390 and the conveyance CPU 330. The mask hand controller 381 and the mask stage attraction 
interface 391 are provided to control the Z-axis drive motor 362 and the magnet 324, respectively, in response to 
instruction signals from the conveyance CPU 330. The remaining portion of the structure of this embodiment is essential 

35 the same as the Figure 12 embodiment. 

Referring now to the flow charts of Figures 19 and 20, the operation of this embodiment will be explained. Here, 
Figure 1 9 illustrates further improvements in operation wherein the strain gauge adhered to the leaf spring 316 (Figure 
15) is used, while Figure 20 illustrates further improvements in operation wherein the strain gauge shown in Figure 16 
is not used. 

40 in the flow chart of Figure 19, when the operation of the mask transfer mechanism starts, first, the conveying 

portion (arm unit) 308 is moved in the X-axis direction by rotation of the motor 334 to the driving position for the mask 
hand 31 3 (Figure 1 0) (step 500). After this, the Z-axis drive motor 362 (Figure 1 7) is actuated to move the mask hand 
313 in the Z-axis direction, so as to press the mask 314 against the mask stage 317 (Figure 10) (step 501). 

In this state, the mask attracting magnet 324 of the mask stage 31 7 is rendered into non-attracting state (step 502) 

45 and, thereafter, the motor 334 is driven to move the conveying portion 308 in the X-axis direction to the mask re-gripping 
position (step 503). In response to completion of this movement, the mask attracting magnet 324 is rendered into 
attracting state, whereby the mask 314 is attracted to and held by the mask stage 317 (step 504). Subsequently, the 
solenoids 333 and 333' of the mask hand 313 are energized to open the fingers 21 (Figure 3) to release the holding 
of the mask 314 (step 505) and then to close the fingers 21 to re-hold the mask 314 (step 506). 

so Thereafter, the magnet 324 of the mask stage 317 is rendered again into non -attracting state (step 507) and, after 

this, the motor 334 is rotated to move the conveying portion 308 in the X-axis direction, to thereby move the mask 
hand 31 3 to a designated position at the mask stage 317 side, for the mask holding (step 438). 

The above-described operation is similar to the operation made at steps 51 - 58 in the flow chart of Figure 6, and 
this is done for correcting any inclination of the mask 314 with respect to the mask stage 317. 

55 The operation to be made at steps 439 - 447 corresponds to the operation of those steps in the flow chart of Figure 

15 as denoted by corresponding reference numerals and, therefore, duplicate explanation is omitted here. After the 
mask 314 is held in a predetermined state by the mask stage 317 and, at step 447, the center attracting means 315 
is rendered into non-attracting state, the conveying portion 308 is moved again along the X-axis direction to the driving 
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position for the mask hand 31 3 (step 508). After this, the mask hand 313 is moved in the X-axis direction, away from 
the mask stage 317 (step 509). Then, the mask hand 313 is closed (step 510) and, after this, the conveying portion 
308 is moved in the X-axis direction while the mask hand 31 3 is moved away from the mask stage 317 (step 448). 

The operation of the mask transfer mechanism in the flow chart of Figure 20 is such that: The operation to be 
made at steps 500 - 507 and the operation to be made at steps 508 - 510 corresponds to those to be made at the 
steps in Figure 19 as depicted by corresponding reference numerals. Also, the operation to be made at steps 450 - 
467 and the operation to be made at step 458 corresponds to those in the steps of Figure 16 as depicted by corre- 
sponding reference numerals. Thus, duplicate explanation thereof is omitted here. 

Claims 



1. A conveying and positioning device which positions a mask (1, 314) to a mask chuck (16, 319) provided with a 
positioning reference (17, 318), comprising a mask hand (2, 31 3) holding the mask and conveying means (6, 310) 

15 which conveys the hand in a predetermined direction (X), characterised by: 

measuring means (27, 316, 322, 328) measuring the force applied to the hand by the mask resulting from 
abutment of the mask against the positioning reference; and 

control means controlling movement of the hand towards or away from the positioning reference to bring the 
20 force so measured within predetermined limits. 

2. A device according to claim 1 , wherein said measuring means comprises a strain gauge (27). 

3. A device according to claim 1 , wherein said measuring means comprises a piezoelectric type pressure transducer 
25 (322). 

4. A device according to claim 1 , wherein said control means comprises means for stopping said conveying means 
when the measured force exceeds a further predetermined set pressing force. 

30 5. An exposure apparatus for exposing a wafer to a mask to print a pattern of the mask on the wafer, said apparatus 
including a conveying device as recited in any one of claims 1 to 4, for conveying and positioning a mask. 

6. A method of positioning a mask on a chuck provided with a positioning reference, using a device as claimed in 
any of claims 1 to 4, the method comprising the steps of> 

35 

(a) gripping the mask in a mask hand; 

(b) conveying the mask to the chuck being in its non attracting state; 

(c) setting the chuck into its attracting state; 

(d) causing the mask hand to release and then regrip the mask; 
^0 (e) setting the chuck into its non-attracting state; 

(f) moving the mask hand to press the mask against the positioning reference using the measuring means 
and the control means until the pressing force exerted by the positioning reference on the mask hand through 
the mask lies between predetermined limits; 

(g) setting the chuck into its attracting state; 
45 (h) releasing the mask from the mask hand. 

7. A method according to claim 6 in which, after step (f), the mask is rotated into position about an axis normal to a 
major surface of the mask. 

50 8. A method according to claim 7 in which the pressing force is reduced before the mask is rotated. 

9. A method according to claim 7 or claim 8 in which the mask is substantially upright when being rotated. 

55 Patentanspruche 

1. Transport- und Positionierungsvorrichtung, welche eine Maske (1, 314) auf einer mit iner Position ierungs-Be- 
zugseinrichtung (17, 318) versehenen Masken-Einspannvorrichtung (16, 31 9) positioniert, die eine die Maske hal- 
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tende Masken-Greifeinheit (2, 313) und eineTransporteinrichtung (6, 310) aufweist, welche die Greifeinheit in eine 
festgelegte Richtung (X) transportiert, gekennzeichnet durch, 

eine MeBeinrichtung (27, 316, 322, 328), welche die durch die Maske auf die Greifeinheit aufgebrachte Kraft 
5 miBt, die aus der Anlage der Maske gegen die Positionierungs-Bezugseinrichtung resultiert, und 

eine Steuereinrichtung, welche die Bewegung der Greifeinheit in Richtung auf die oder weg von der Positio- 
nierungs-Bezugseinrichtung steuert, um die so gemessene Kraft innerhaib der festgelegten Grenzwerte her- 
beizufuhren. 

10 2. Vorrichtung gemaB Anspruch 1, wobei die MeBeinrichtung ein DehnungsmeBgerat (27) aufweist. 

3. Vorrichtung gemaB Anspruch 1, wobei die MeBeinrichtung einen DruckmeBwertwandler (322) des piezoelektri- 
schen Typs aufweist. 

is 4. Vorrichtung gemaB Anspruch 1 , wobei die Steuereinrichtung eine Einrichtung zum Anhalten der Transportein rich- 
tung aufweist, wenn die gemessene Kraft eine weitere festgelegte vorgeschriebene Druckkraft Gberschreitet. 

5. Belichtungsvorrichtung zur Belichtung eines Wafers durch eine Maske, um ein Muster der Maske auf den Wafer 
zu drucken, wobei die Vorrichtung eine Transportvorrichtung gemaB einem der Anspruche 1 bis 4 enthalt, um eine 

20 Maske zu transportieren und zu position ie re n. 

6. Verfahren zur Positionierung einer Maske auf einer Einspannvorrichtung, die mit eiher Positionierungs-Bezugs- 
einrichtung versehen ist, unter Anwendung einer Vorrichtung, wie sie in einem der Anspruche 1 bis 4 beansprucht 
ist, wobei das Verfahren die Schritte aufweist, 

25 

(a) Greifen der Maske in einer Masken-Greifeinheit, 

(b) Transport der Maske zu der Einspannvorrichtung, die sich in ihrem nicht anziehenden Zustand befindet, 

(c) Einstellen des anziehenden Zustands der Einspannvorrichtung, 

(d) Bringen der Masken-Greifeinheit zum Losen und dann zum emeuten Greifen der Maske, 
30 (e) Einstellen des nicht anziehenden Zustands der Einspannvorrichtung, 

(f) Bewegen der Masken-Greifeinheit, um die Maske unter Anwendung der MeBeinrichtung und der Steuer- 
einrichtung gegen die Position ierungs-Bezugseinrichtung zu drucken, bis die mittels der Positionierungs-Be- 
zugseinrichtung durch die Maske auf die Masken-Greifeinheit ausgeubte Druckkraft innerhaib festgelegter 
Grenzwerte liegt, 

35 (g) Einstellen des anziehenden Zustands der Einspannvorrichtung, 

(h) Losen der Maske aus der Masken-Greifeinheit. 

7. Verfahren gemaB Anspruch 6, bei welchem die Maske nach dem Schritt (f) um eine Achse, die senkrecht zu einer 
Hauptflache der Maske ist, in Position gedreht wird. 

40 

8. Verfahren gemaB Anspruch 7, bei welchem die Druckkraft reduziert wird, bevor die Maske gedreht wird. 

9. Verfahren gemaB Anspruch 7 oder Anspruch 8, bei welchem die Maske im wesentlichen aufrecht ist, wenn sie 
gedreht wird. 

45 

10. Verfahren zur Herstellung einer Halbleitervorrichtung mit den Schritten: 

Positionieren einer Maske auf einer Einspannvorrichtung unter Verwendung des Verfahrens nach einem der 
Anspruche 7 bis 9; und 

50 Belichten eines Wafers, um ein Muster der Maske auf den Wafer zu Obertragen. 



Revendications 

55 1. Dispositif de transport et de positionnement qui positionne un masque (1, 314) sur un mandrin (16, 319) porte- 
masque muni d'une r6f6rence (17, 318) de positionnement, comprenant un porte-masque (2, 313) maintenant le 
masque, et des moyens (6, 310) de transport qui transported le porte-masque dans une direction (X) pr6d6ter- 
min6e, caract£ris6 par : 
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des moyens (27, 316, 322, 328) de mesure mesurant la force appliqu6e au porte-masque par I masque du 
fart de la but6e du masque contr la r6f6rence de positionnement ; et 

des moyens de commande commandant le mouvement du porte-masque lorsqu'il se rapproch ou s'6carte 
de la r6f6rence de positionnement pour ramener la force ainsi mesur6e dans des limites pr6d6termin6es. 

5 

2. Dispositif selon la revendication 1 , dans lequel les moyens de mesure comprennent une jauge (27) de contrainte. 

3. Dispositif selon la revendication 1 , dans lequel lesdits moyens de mesure comprennent un transducteur (322) de 
pression du type piezo6lectrique. 

w 

4. Dispositif selon la revendication 1 , dans lequel lesdits moyens de commande comprennent des moyens pour 
arreter lesdits moyens de transport lorsque la force mesur6e d6passe une autre force de pression fixde pr6d6ter- 
min6e. 

is 5. Appareil d'exposition pour exposer une plaquette a un masque afin d'imprimer un motif du masque sur la plaquette, 
(edit appareil comportant un dispositif de transport selon Tune quelconque des revendications 1 a 4, pour trans- 
porter et positionner un masque. 

6. Proced6 de positionnement d'un masque sur un mandrin muni d'une r6f6rence de position, en utilisant un dispositif 
20 selon Tune quelconque des revendications 1 a 4, le proced6 comprenant les Stapes qui consistent : 

(a) a bloquer le masque dans un porte-masque ; 

(b) a transporter le masque vers le mandrin qui se trouve dans son 6tat de non -attract ion ; 

(c) a r6gler le mandrin pour le faire passer dans son 6tat d'attraction ; 

25 (d) a faire en sorte que le porte-masque lache puis saisisse de nouveau le masque ; 

(e) a r6gler le mandrin pour le faire passer dans son 6tat de non-attraction ; 

(f) a d6placer le porte-masque pour appuyer le masque contre la r6f6rence de positionnement en utilisant les 
moyens de mesure et les moyens de commande jusqu'a ce que la force de pression exerc6e par la r6f6rence 
de positionnement sur le porte-masque par Pinterm6diaire du masque, se situe entre des limites 

30 pr6d6terminees ; 

(g) a r6gler le mandrin pour le faire passer dans son 6tat d'attraction ; 

(h) a degager le masque du porte-masque. 

7. Proc6d6 selon la revendication 6, dans lequel, apres i'6tape (f), le masque est tourne pour §tre mis en position 
35 par rapport a un axe perpendiculaire a la surface principale du masque. 

8. Proc6d6 selon la revendication 7, dans lequel la force de pression est r6duite avant que le masque soit mis en 
rotation. 

40 9. Proc6d6 selon la revendication 7 ou la revendication 8, dans lequel le masque est sensiblement vertical lorsqu'il 
est mis en rotation. 

10. Proc6d6 de fabrication d'un dispositif semiconducteur, comportant les 6tapes de positionnement d'un masque sur 
un mandrin en mettant en oeuvre le proc6d6 selon Tune quelconque des revendications 7 a 9 ; et exposition d'une 
45 tranche pour imprimer un motif du masque sur la tranche. 
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